When the Gospel was
dangerous

Why the Gospel was once a
cause for Roman persecution.




Persecution

o For Christ’ssake, Matt. 5:11; Luke
21:12

e During Limited Commission, Matt.
10:23

 Prediction of Jews persecuting
Christians, Matt. 23:34

* Those who hate Christ & Hisdisciples,
John 15:20




Christianity challenged all authority.

e Herod tried to murder Christ as a child,
Matt. 2:1-20

e The New Testament represents an end to:

e TheMosaic Law (Gal. 3:24-25; Gal. 5:3-
4; Eph. 2:14-15; Col. 2:14-17; Heb. 8:7-
IX)}

e The Levite Priesthood (Heb. 7:11-8:5);
and

e Paganism (Acts 15:29) & pagan trade
guilds (Acts 16:16-24, 19:23-41).




Did the Gospel call for uprisings
against Rome?

Christians have respect for civil
authority:

 Rom. 13:1-7 (written during Nero’s

reign) subject to gov. authorities
* 1 Peter 2:13-17 — submit to ordinances
e Titus 3:1-2 — subject to rulers & auth.
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